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Vorwlrfe des Einsatzes von
Uranmunition unabhangig untersuchen

NATO-Krieg in Libyen

06.07.2011

Laut Berichten des Centre for Research on Globalization haben Wissenschaftler in
Libyen radioaktive Isotope gefunden, die auf den NATO-Einsatz von Uranmunition
zurlckzufihren seien. Die IPPNW fordert eine unabhangige Untersuchung dieser
Vorwirfe durch das Umweltprogramm der Vereinten Nationen (UNEP) unter
Beteiligung kritischer Wissenschaftler. ,Der mdgliche Einsatz von Uranmunition
widerspricht eklatant den angeblichen Zielen des Schutzes der Zivilbevolkerung.
Uber die todliche Wirkung hinaus, fiuhrt der Einssatz zu langfristigen
schwerwiegenden Gesundheitsschaden. Daher muss Uranmunition geachtet
werden,"” erklart Sabine Farrouh, Vorstandsmitglied der IPPNW.

Uranmunition ist ein Abfallprodukt, das bei der Herstellung von Kernbrennstoff fur
Atomkraftwerke und von waffenfahigem Uran fir Atombomben entsteht. Es wird von
der Ristungsindustrie zur Herstellung von panzer- und bunkerbrechender Munition
verwendet. Beim Einsatz von Uranmunition entstehen Uranpartikel und Uranoxide,
die als Schwebeteilchen und Staube die Umgebungsluft belasten. Dieser toxische
Feinstaub wird mit dem Wind weit verbreitet und immer wieder aufgewirbelt. Durch
Inhalation, Wasser, Nahrungsaufnahme oder durch die Haut kann das abgereicherte
Uran als Areosol oder als Uranoxid in den Kdrper gelangen.

Wissenschaftliche Forschungen an Séugetieren und Zellkulturen weisen auf
verhangnisvolle Folgen der Uranmunition fur die menschliche Gesundheit hin, sowohl
aufgrund der Strahlung als auch der Chemotoxizitat und schlief3lich auch durch
synergetische Effekte. Sie zeigen eindeutig, dass das inkorporierte abgereicherte
Uran eine Vielzahl von Gesundheitsschaden verursacht, einschlief3lich Karzinomen.
Die schadlichen Gesundheitseffekte wie Krebserkrankungen, chronische
Nierenschadigungen und genetische Defekte treten mit einer Latenzzeit von wenigen
Jahren (Sauglinge, Kinder) bis einigen Jahrzehnten (Erwachsene) auf. Betroffen sind
Soldaten sowie die jeweilige Wohnbevolkerung des Kriegsgebietes.

Die IPPNW setzt sich fur eine Uranwaffen-Konvention ein, einen internationalen
Vertrag, der Produktion, Besitz und Anwendung von Uranwaffen verbietet.

Weitere Informationen uber die gesundheitliche Geféahrdung durch Uranmunition
finden Sie unter

http://www.ippnw.de/commonFiles/pdfs/Atomwaffen/factsheet uranmunition.pdf
Pressekontakt: Internationale Arzte fir die Verhiitung des Atomkrieges/Arzte in
sozialer Verantwortung, Kortestr. 10, 10967 Berlin, Dr. Jens-Peter Steffen, Tel. 030 —
69 80 74 13, Email: steffen[at]ippnw.de, www.ippnw.de
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NATO War Crimes: Depleted Uranium Found in Libya by Scientists

By Mahdi Darius Nazemroaya

Global Research, July 5, 2011

http://www.globalresearch.ca/index.php?context=va&aid=25510

War crimes and crimes against humanity have been and continue to be committed in
the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya by NATO. Amongst these crimes, the Atlantic Alliance
has been using depleted uranium against Libya, specifically civilians and civilian
infrastructure.

Bombed sites in Libya have been visited by professional scientists working in the
Surveying and Collecting Specimens and Laboratory Measuring Group. The
scientists and trained experts have conducted field surveys looking for radioactive
isotopes (radioisotopes) at bombed sites. The samples from these sites were then
scientifically analyzed at the laboratories of the Nuclear Energy Institution of the
Libyan Arab Jamabhiriya.

Analysis in Libya through inductively coupled plasma has shown that several sites
contain even higher than expected doses of uranium. Holes caused by NATO
missiles also have high radioactive measurements, as do the fragments of NATO
ordinance. Sites analyzed by the teams of scientists include Bab Al-Azizia and Souk
Al-Ahad.

The teams of scientists have found it hard to conduct their important work during the
NATO bombings. They have put their health in jeopardy and their lives at risk.
Moreover, many of these sites have been bombed numerous times and again on
different days. This adds an extra dimension of danger to the teams.

The U.S. and NATO are using “dirty bombs” in Libya. These are the countries that
claim that Iran and Syria are attempting to make nuclear weapons. So far, however, it
is these very same countries that are using weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and
use nuclear technology in an irresponsible and criminal manner. An international war
crimes tribunal is in order. The Obama Administration, Nicolas Sarkozy, David
Cameron, and NATO cannot be allowed to stand with impunity.

Examples of bombed civilian structures:
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Mahdi Darius Nazemroaya is a Research Associate for the Centre for Research on
Globalization (CRG). He is currently in Libya as an international observer and
member of an international group of journalists and writers from Europe, North
America and the Middle East.
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Deutscher Experte: NATO setzt Uran-Munition in Libyen ein
Thema: Internationale Sanktionen gegen das Gaddafi-Regime

BERLIN, 29. Marz (RIA Novosti).
http://de.rian.ru/security and military/20110329/258706698.html|

Die Nato-Streitkrafte setzen in Libyen nach Worten eines deutschen Experten Waffen
mit abgereichertem Uran ein.

"Entscheidend ist, dass Sie wissen, dass die USA panzerbrechende Waffen nur mit
Uranmunition haben", sagte der Journalist und Politikberater Christoph Horstel am
Dienstag in einem RIA-Novosti-Gesprach. "Sie (die USA) haben alle moglichen
Waffen. Aber wenn es darum geht, Panzer zu brechen, also am Boden rollende
Panzer zu beschieBen oder verstarkte Gebdude anzugreifen, da nehmen sie
hauptsachlich solche Bomben", sagte Horstel.


http://de.rian.ru/security_and_military/20110329/258706698.html

Einige auf Ziele in Libyen abgeworfene Bomben haben laut dem Experten ein
Gewicht von bis zu zwei Tonnen. Bei hohen Temperaturen werde Uran zu giftigem
Dampf, der Krebs erregen konne. Die in diesem Dampf enthaltenen Uranteilchen in
NanogréfRe seien in der Lage, jede beliebige Maske zu durchdringen. Jemand, der
sich eine solche Vergiftung zugezogen habe, kdnne keine genetisch gesunden
Kinder mehr zeugen. Auf seiner Internetseite ruft Horstel zu einem sofortigen Stopp
des Einsatzes von uranhaltiger Munition auf.

Natururan besteht aus den Isotopen U-238, U-234 und U-235. Nach der Entfernung
des Isotops U-235 aus dem nattrlichen Isotopengemisch in uranhaltigen Erzen bleibt
das so genannte abgereicherte Uran Ubrig. Dieses sehr schwere und feste Metall
wird unter anderem in der Medizin und in der RUstungsindustrie verwendet.
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NATO using depleted uranium in Libya

Published: 13 April, 2011, 01:19

Edited: 18 April, 2011, 23:32

http://rt.com/usa/news/nato-depleted-uranium-libya/

Though NATO denies the use of depleted uranium in its humanitarian efforts in Libya,
some experts insist that the highly-poisonous metal is being used in North Africa.

Conn Hallinan is a columnist with Foreign Policy in Focus and says that, after
examining the impact wounds left on tanks in Libya, he is almost certain that depleted
uranium is being utilized. “Politically, it's a bad idea. Medically, it's an extremely bad
idea. It's just one of those things that's an effective weapon that you have to step
away from,” says Hallinan, who attests that, why the element is both affordable and
powerful, “It’s just a very, very bad idea.”

The US dropped thousands of depleted uranium bombs upon Fallujah, Irag in 2003,
and the aftermath since has been catastrophic. A quarter of all births since the strike
have suffered from abnormalities ranging from cancer to leukemia, and the rate of
mutation among newborns is higher than what was found after America attacked
Japan during the Second World War.

Hallinan says the US military investigated the effects of uranium warfare as early as
1991 and realized then the consequences. Hallinan reveals that tanks that were
impacted by uranium ammunition were buried in radioactive dumps and that those
involved in site clean-ups were advised to wear bio-hazard suits and dispose of all of
their clothing.

“The army knew that the stuff was dangerous. What they didn’t do was they didn’t tell
anybody that it was dangerous, and that'’s still the situation today,” says Hallinan.

Dr. Doug Rokke, the ex-director of the Pentagon’s Depleted Uranium Project, says
that there is no way to totally decontaminate an area hit with uranium, an element
that has a half-life of 4.5 billion years and has thus earned the title “the silent killer
that will never stop killing.” Rokke today says he was told by the government to lie
about the effects of uranium and that most of the crew he worked with is now dead.
Hallinan says that given the amount of depleted uranium in the hands of the US—
one of the few countries that has refused to sign on to the UN’'s Human Rights
Commission’ ban on the element—we’re going to only further saturate foreign
battlefields with the toxic metal in years to come.

“The price that you pay for it in the end is simply too high” says Hallinan.


http://rt.com/usa/news/nato-depleted-uranium-libya/
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International Coalition to Ban Uranium Weapons: The campaign / Latest news
http://www.bandepleteduranium.org/en/a/402.html

US denies depleted uranium use in
Libya, but refuses to rule out future use

Air Force Spokeswoman claims that A-10s were not loaded with DU ammunition, but
does not rule out future use in the conflict.

4 April 2011

A US Airforce Spokeswoman has told a Scottish journalist that, as of 2nd April, A-10s
fighting in Libya have not been firing DU ammunition. However, she refused to give
any assurances about the future use of DU, stating that she didn't want "to speculate
on what may or may not be used in the future".

Rob Edwards, a writer for the Sunday Herald, contacted Paula Kurtz, Director of
Public Affairs for the 17th US Air Force following ICBUW's updated statement on the
situation in Libya and calls by campaigners for the US to clarify the situation. Six A-
10s have been deployed to Libya from the 81st Fighter Squadron, 52nd Fighter
Wing, which is part of the 17th Air Force.
The A-10s are normally based in
Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany, but are
currently operating out of Aviano Air Force
Base in Italy.

& A-10s at Aviano Air Force Base, Itally. Still
8 from a Video on Russia Today

A-10 planes fire the 30mm PGU-14
Armour Piercing Incendiary DU round from
: the GAU-8 rotary cannon fitted beneath
the cockplt of the A-10. The GAU 8 normally fires a mix of PGU-14 and PGU-13 High
Explosive rounds, which are pre-loaded on an ammunition belt before the plane flies.
If Kurtz's statement is correct, then this is the first public acknowledgement by the US
that A-10s are being loaded with only PGU-13 rounds, although the practice has
previously been identified in photographs of A-10 units in Afghanistan.

During congressional hearings in the US last Thursday, Admiral Mike Mullen
suggested that the A-10 and AC-130 aircraft, which specialise in attacking ground
forces, would only be active for several more days. It is still not known whether US
Marines AV-8B Harriers in Libya have been equipped with DU ammunition. US
Marine Harriers have historically been armed with the 20mm PGU-20/U Armour
Piercing Incendiary round, and fired 11 tons of DU during the 1991 Gulf War. ICBUW
has still not seen any clear evidence that this round has been taken out of service, as
some reports have suggested.

If the A-10 has indeed been deployed to Libya without DU ammunition, this is
certainly good news, though the refusal to rule out future use of DU in this conflict is
clearly of concern. Any decision on whether to deploy the A-10s with DU ammunition
should be seen in terms of wider US moves to phase out DU in medium calibre
rounds, first reported by ICBUW in January 2010. While the US has refused to cede
ground publicly to anti-DU campaigners, these moves are a tacit admission that the
use of DU is politically unacceptable, and that it's properties are so unique that
alternatives cannot be found.



http://www.bandepleteduranium.org/en/a/402.html

ICBUW calls for the US to give a categorical assurance, similar to that given by
UK Prime Minister David Cameron, that weapons containing DU have no place
in this conflict. A clear statement, covering both A-10 and AV-8B aircraft
should be issued at the earliest opportunity.

If the US has taken a strategic decision not to equip US planes with DU
ammunition in this conflict, that is a progressive step. However, in the absence
of a public declaration that such a decision has been taken, concerns will
remain that the door has been left open for the future use of DU in Libya.
ICBUW calls for the US to take steps in a clear and transparent manner to
assure the world that no US aircraft will go into the air equipped with DU
ammunition, and that pilots will not be cleared to fire it. Any DU ammunition
currently in theatre should be separated and left unused.

As ICBUW has long maintained, DU has no place in conventional munitions.
The current position of the US affirms that position: if US planes have been
able to use alternatives, there is no reason why alternatives should not be
found for all ammunition containing DU. We call for all current user states to
remove these weapons from their arsenals.

An urgent step to protect civilians in areas where DU weapons have already
been used, is for user states to share targeting data with the authorities in
affected states - a move endorsed by 148 states in the UN General Assembly
last December, and opposed by only four, including the US, France and UK.
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http://english.pravda.ru/hotspots/terror/06-06-2011/118125-
NATO dumping radiation on Libyan civilians-0/#

NATO dumping radiation on Libyan
civilians

06.06.2011 20:20

NATO airstrikes against Libya have already surpassed 8,000

NATO launched nearly 3,200 attacks with depleted

uranium bombs against civilians in Libya. This is the

denunciation of the special envoy of Telesur, Rolando
| Segura. The total number of air strikes launched by the
. Atlantic Alliance against Libya is over 8,400 already.
. Almost 40% of these involved use of depleted uranium
munitions, revealed the South American television
. journalist in his Twitter profile.

In Iraqg, for example, the imperialist aggressors
abundantly used projectiles containing debris resulting from the enrichment of the
ore. Depleted uranium is highly valued by the military, since it is almost two times
denser than lead and the perforation capacity is increased.

Besides the direct consequences of the imperialist bombings in Libya, it is necessary
to take into account that depleted uranium is a radioactive substance that causes
serious injuries in the renal and digestive tract, cancer in the lungs and bones and
neuro-degenerative or congenital malformation in human beings.

The explosion of a DU munition reaches ten thousand degrees centigrade and
releases highly toxic dust and contaminants that can travel thousands of miles. The
dissipation of these particles may last for millions of years, so its effects on the



http://english.pravda.ru/hotspots/terror/06-06-2011/118125-

environment and the inhabitants of the areas affected are perpetuated for
generations.

Meanwhile, the attacks on Tripoli intensify on the entire urban area of the capital.
According to data gathered by the reporter from Telesur, since only last Saturday, the
imperialist air force carried out 54 bombings in five cities. At least 19 people died and
over 130 were injured in a series of attacks carried out
in the last few days.

The continuation of the offensive takes place even as
the African Union reiterates its call for the
establishment of a ceasefire in the territory. The Libyan
government is supporting the call and insists that the
United Nations, that supposedly promotes dialogue,
silence the guns. The government led by Muammar
Qaddafi continued to release dozens of rebel prisoners
in a process mediated by tribal chiefs of the North

African country.

At the end of last week, Barack Obama and Nicolas Sarkozy, Presidents of the
United States and France, respectively, have insisted that they share "the same
analysis that Gaddafi should relinquish power," and to this end, NATO must "finish
the job" there.

Libyan sovereign funds

"It is impossible to know whether there was an economic intent in the operation
against Gaddafi. What is undeniable is that his fall would give great way to Western
banks. It would be the perfect embezzlement," said one U.S. specialist heard by the
Lusa news agency.

The Lusa news agency asked for the opinion of several experts to review the flow of
capital and money-laundering and investigated what would happen to the sovereign
funds of Libya if the head of government was overthrown.

The conclusion is that the consequences would be the disappearance of sums
belonging to the Libyan people, since "Gaddafi could no longer under practical
conditions and policies recover the funds and reverse the process of investment in
the West."

A financial operator directly linked to transactions involving the Libyan Investment
Authority (LIA, its acronym in English), affirmed to the agency "regarding the diverted
[financial] products, of great complexity, the situation is that not even the source of
the investment knows exactly what was done with their capital.”

According to Lusa, quoting an expert on sanctions, under the respective financial
transactions, "They can go after the money until eternity. Not only the international
authorities, but also, of course, the owner of the money."

"If the owner of the money disappears, the money remains unclaimed, so to speak,
because in the source there was an investment that politically was made in secret.
That is the situation Gaddafi is under,” summarized the source.

Source: Journal Avante!

Translated from the Portuguese version by:
Lisa Karpova
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Lisa Karpova



